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Accounting for Governments 
Cover Design – Project Brief 

Summary 
• The requirement is for a cover design for the e-book with the above title to 

be used when publishing the book on Amazon, Apple iBook’s, etc plus sales 
from our own website 

Book details 
• Since this will only be an e-book the cover should display well in the small 

size available to view e-books as a prospective purchase – see Amazon 
Kindle examples 

• The full book title is “Accounting for governments: from budget to audit” 

• The brief description of the book is “How governments plan, raise, spend 
and then account for their use of citizens’ money in the 21st century” 

• The authors are “Michael Parry and Jesse Hughes” 

Key themes of the book  
We accept that these themes may not all be represented in a cover design but they are 
included to emphasise our goals: 

1. Governments raise money from and on behalf of citizens 
2. Governments manage and use such public money for the benefit of 

citizens 
3. Governments are accountable to citizens for such use of public money 
4. Governments should enable accountability through transparent fiscal 

reporting 
5. Governments have an obligation to ensure the sustainability of finance 

and service delivery for future generations 

6. How better to achieve all of the above in the 21st century 

Background and target market 
This is a technical book aimed at government officials, politicians, economists and 
accountants working for, or advising, governments across the world.  This includes 
both students and practitioners. 
The book is international, and the cover should not emphasise any particular country 
or region. 

Design suggestions 
Below is an idea of what we have in mind, but this should not be regarded as 
prescriptive: 
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• A photo or design could be used as the background 

• Th graphics should emphasise the future rather than the past 

• There is no requirement to keep to a British or US example – the target market 
is international 

A possible design could have a variety of currency symbols feeding into an image 
representing government, with services from government, e.g. health, education, 
infrastructure, emerging as a series of simple images, but we are flexible as to designs. 
It would be good if the brief description in the summary above could be used - 
provided it did not clutter the page and was in large enough type to be read when 
viewed on, for example, the Amazon website. 

Technical requirements for book cover 
Apple iBook’s requirements are:  

• A recommended size is approximately 1,600 pixels wide by 2,400 pixels tall." 
"Please ensure that the image you upload is saved as a JPG or PNG file. For 
best results, your image should be 900 DPI and no larger than 1 MB." Cover 
for an Apple iBook should be at least 1400 pixels wide 

Amazon have also published guidance below on their e-book cover requirements: 

 
See: https://kdp.amazon.com/en_US/help/topic/G200645690  
 

https://kdp.amazon.com/en_US/help/topic/G200645690
https://kdp.amazon.com/en_US/help/topic/G200645690
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Examples of successful cover designs for other e-books  
Some examples of cover designs we consider successful 

 

 

https://kdp.amazon.com/en_US/help/topic/G200645690
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